
 

 

January 19, 2008 

Hello, Dowling Gardeners! 

Are you ready for another year of fresh air, sunshine, and backbreaking labor... and hopefully luscious tomatoes 

and other great-tasting produce? If you are just joining us, welcome to the Dowling Garden community! 

Introduce yourself to your garden neighbors and make yourself at home. We hope you will find this a pleasant 

place, filled with friendly and generous gardeners who like to share their knowledge and sometimes seeds and 

produce. 

Now to business: your 2008 garden registration materials are enclosed. Your response is due March 1. 

Make sure you complete all required information on the agreement form. Verify that all contact information 

printed on the form is accurate and complete.  If it is, great. If not, make corrections and add any missing 

information. Sign the form (all gardeners you list) and send it with a check for all fees due. If you don’t sign the 

form, we’ll have to return it and you may incur a late fee. 

Before signing the form, please read the enclosed 2008 Gardening Rules carefully. When you sign the 

form accepting your plot at Dowling Community Garden, you agree to abide by these rules.  

Fees. After no net increases in plot fees for 2007, we had to increase fees from $3 for the smallest plots to $8 for 

the largest for 2008. These increases are related to increasing costs generally and specifically to the escalation of 

our lease payments to the Minneapolis School District. You know how it is. 

Service. Keeping up a garden of this size doesn’t require magic—it takes work! To maintain the garden and 

share the responsibilities equitably, gardeners from each plot are required to perform a minimum of four hours’ 

service during the season. Check the descriptions of different jobs under Service options in the enclosed 

materials to see what interests you. Indicate your first and second choices on the agreement form. Assignments 

are made in the order that agreements are returned, so get your form in early if you have any strong preferences. 

Note that we expect you to report your service time this year—we really need the information! Are we assigning 

too many or too few people to filling water barrels and performing other tasks? Are we requiring too much time? 

Without good data, we can’t tell. Please help us figure it out by reporting your time promptly. 

Email. If possible, please provide an email address where we can contact you. Email makes it easy for your 

service coordinator to contact you, and it provides an economical way to send the newsletters. Most public 

libraries can show you how to set up a free email account if you don’t have one. 

Get growing! We’re eager to see you all in the garden this spring! Watch for the spring newsletter in April. It 

will contain your service assignment and information about Dowling’s Plant Sale on May 10 and Garden Festival 

on August 16. Be sure to check the Dowling web site, www.dowlingcommunitygarden.org, regularly for 

timely announcements and information that may be of interest. 

Happy gardening! 

The Dowling Community Garden Committee 

Jeffrey, Joan, Steve, Peter, Charlie, Jan, Shelley, and Bill 



 

 

Dowling Community Garden 2008 Gardening Agreement 
Important: do not complete this form unless you have been assigned a specific plot!  

; Complete all required (�) information. 

; Sign the form—every gardener listed. 

; Indicate 2 service preferences. 

 Plotholder Information Co-Gardener Substitute Contact 

Full name: �    

Street address: �    

City, state, ZIP: �    

Home phone: �    

Email address: 8    

Contact information 
If you are the primary gardener, provide all Plotholder Information 
below. If you share a plot, complete the Co-Gardener column. To 
indicate a substitute to manage issues if you and your co-gardener are 
unavailable, complete Substitute Contact information.  

8 If at all possible, please help us keep you informed about Garden 
business by providing an email address. We do not share email 
addresses except in Garden workgroups. 

We do not share your information with any other organizations. 

Check the box (;) for each fee 
included in your check. 

Required: 2008 plot fee for Plot # ____  �  

If renewal postmarked March 2–15, add $15.00 late fee: �  

If new gardener or you need a new shed key, add $3.00 key fee: �  

I/we have enclosed the total due as a check payable to Dowling Community Garden. TOTAL $           .00.00 

Other (list):  ________________________________ �  

Fees due 

Agreement 

Signed:   

 
I/we have read the Dowling Community Garden rules and responsibilities (enclosed) and understand that failure to 
meet these guidelines will result in loss of gardening privileges. I/we further understand that the Dowling Garden Committee, 
Minneapolis Public Schools (land owner), and The Green Institute (lease signer) are not responsible for my actions. I/we 
therefore agree to hold harmless the Dowling Garden Committee, Minneapolis Public Schools, and The Green Institute for 
any liability, damage, loss, injury, or claim that occurs in connection with use of the garden by me/us and any guests. 

�   
 (Plotholder—signature always required)  (Co-Gardener—signature required if listed) 

Remit form and payment to: Dowling Community Garden, PO Box 6757, Minneapolis, MN 55406 
Save a copy of this form for your records.  

; Enclose $15 late fee for renewals postmarked March 2-15. 

; All renewals—including corrected forms—must be postmarked 
by March 15 to be accepted. 

My plot and fee 
�My plot:  ______ 

�Fee category:  

� A: $21.50 
� B: $27.00 
� C: $32.50 
� D: $38.00 
� E: $49.00 

Signed, completed renewal agreements & fees are due 
March 1, 2008. Forms lacking any listed gardener’s 
signature or required information will be returned. 
Altered agreements not accepted. For renewals, $15 late 
fee is due if correctly completed form is not postmarked 
by March 1. (Late fee does not apply for new gardeners 
with plots assigned after March 1.) Renewals postmarked 
after March 15 will be rejected and plots reassigned.  

Record your assigned plot number in the 
blank at left. To determine its fee, access 
our home page and click the Dowling 
Community Garden Plot Map link. 
Find your assigned plot and use its color to 
determine its fee category from the map 
key. Check the appropriate category at left. 

Service preferences 
Choose 2. Write 1 & 2 next to your 1st & 2nd preferences for fulfilling your service commitment. Requests are honored first come, first served.  
Note: If a previous commitment or physical constraint would preclude a particular assignment, cross it off. 

__  Surplus produce distributor 
__  Water maintenance engineer 
__  Water barrel filler 
__  Cleanup, May 3 & October 11, ongoing 
__  46th Street cleanup—regular, ongoing 

__  Pathway maintenance 
__  Flower garden maintenance 
__  Food donation garden maintenance 
__  Stevens Garden maintenance 
__  Raised bed maintenance 

__  General maintenance 
__  Compost helper 
__  Dowling plant sale (May 10) 
__  Dowling festival (August 16) 
__   Special projects—painting 

__  Newsletter mailing 
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